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A SUMMER TRIP TO. FLORIDA 
By Don Bucknell 

On Saturday morning, August 11, 1956, we stopped to have 
breakfast at a roadside table on Route 12o in Southern Pennsyl¬ 
vania. My companions, f'eorge North of Hamilton and Don Kitt- 
mer of Harrington West, and I had just driven over four hun¬ 
dred miles since leaving home the night before. As we got 
out of the car to stretch ourselves in the cool, misty mount¬ 
ain air we heard many calls and songs of birds that livened 
the woods as well as our spirits, after an all-night drive. 
There were Carolina Wrens, Tufted Titmice, Cerulean and Black, 
and White Warblers, but best of all, a Worm-eating Warbler. 

I remembered the buzzy notes from Pelee in the spring and 
got a good but brief look at it in the trees overhead. 

Arriving in Maryland, we just had time to see an Indigo 
Bunting and a Song Sparrow before we were out of the state 
and into West Virginia, Birds were easily seen and noisy 
in these first few hours before mid-morning. A White-eyed 
Vireo sang from some shrubbery along the roadside. 

The most conspicuous birds seen while we were driving 
down the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia were Turkey Vultures. 

We saw nearly two hundred of these in various-sized groups 
soaring over the hills and valleys between the mountain 
ranges. About mid-afternoon the Vultures became less con¬ 
spicuous, apparently ceasing to soar except for an occasion¬ 
al one. Near Fairfield, Virginia, George spotted what looked 
like a Black Vulture soaring. Bringing the car to a stop 
along the busy highway we got out to examine it and sure 
enough--our first Black Vulture, Loggerhead Shrikes and Mock¬ 
ingbirds were appearing on the wires along the road. The 
trees were different too. Sycamore, Locusts, Tulip Trees, 

Green Ash, Sassafras, Pin Oak, Bayberry, several other oaks, 
and many other trees made the trip exciting and interesting. 
Three Carolina Chickadees caught our attention in Fairfield 
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and is stopped to look at them. 

Ye stopped to have supper near Ridgeway, Virginia. A 

Blue Grosbeak sang to us as we ate. Its song is beautiful 

and carries far. There were several more the next morning 
near Florence, South Carolina. Ye had driven two hundred mile 
during the night since we heard our first Blue Grosbeak at 
supper. Mockingbirds and Loggerhead Shrikes were common on 
the roadside hydro lines. The country was flatter now. Ye 
were surprised to see and hear an adult and a young Fish 

Crow since we were fifty miles from the ocean (as the crow 

flies). Ye saw our first Yellow-throated Yarblers as well as 
many other southern birds in this area—Southern Meadowlarks, 
Summer Tanager, xcadian Flycatcher, Red-bellied Woodpecker 
and Hooded Warbler. 

We reached the coast at Georgetown, South Carolina, and 
on our way over the causeway to Pawley's Island we saw our 
first Royal Terns, at least forty of them. There were also 
many Gull-billed Terns, some Least Terns, Forster’s Terns, 
Egrets, Little Blue Herons, Clapper Rail, Boat-tailed Grack- 
les, Louisiana Herons, Brown Pelican .and Willets. Through¬ 
out the extensive Pine country we saw several Brown-headed Nut 
hatches. As evening was approaching, we saw four Red-cock- 
aded Woodpeckers, the only ones of the trip. A small plain¬ 
looking bird allowed us to examine it at close range. We 
decided that it was a juvenile Painted Bunting. 

■ That night we camped near the headquarters of the Cape 
Romain National Wildlife Refuge at McClellanville, South 
Carolina. The manager of the Refuge was very kind and friend¬ 
ly. Besides letting us camp on their "lawn 11 he told us that 
we could go over to Bull's Island in the morning with one of 
his men. This would be our only way of getting to this famous 
island so we were only too glad to accept. When we got up the 
next morning we ware greeted by their pet pelican. It forced 
itself on us and was ready to swallow everything which it 
could get its enormous bill on. '.lien they were banding the 
Brown Pelicans on one of the islands recently they brought 
back this young injured bird. Looking over the mudflats at 
the Headquarters Yharf we were able to observe many species 
including Clapper Rail, Yilson's Plover and Laughing Gulls. 
There were five x J ainted Buntings and a Summer Tanager on the 
shrubbery nearby. 

While going over to Bull’s Island in the outboard we 
were able to get close looks at seven Oyster Catchers. Since 
the tide was just starting to come in there were many shore' 
birds moving about—sixty Hudsonian Curlew, three Knots, 
thirty Dowitchers, forty Yillets, twenty Hood Ibis and thirty 
Black Skimmers. 


Driving around Bull's Island in the back of the truck 
we stopped occasionally to throw seed around in order to trap 
the raccoons which ate the r ild Turkey eggs, Ye saw about 
thirteen Hild Turkeys in all, usually in small groups of three 
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or four. On several occasions we were able to get fairly close 
to them and collected some moulted feathers. 

Bull's Island, a beautiful example of the Palmetto-Pine- 
Oak "hammock 1 ' type-forest, was one of the highlights of our trip. 
We thoroughly enjoyed our drive through it. There were many 
beautiful butterflies including the Zebra Swallowtail. Also .of 
interest were the melanistic Fox Squirrels occurring frequently. 
When we were out on a point we saw two Mississippi Kites wheel¬ 
ing and soaring over the woodland. This was quite an unexpected 
find. On Bull's Island we made the acquaintance of Ground 
Doves for the first time. Their rufous wings and dank tails 
showed up prominently as they flew. Though they were quite, common 
we never grew tired of seeing them. A brilliantly coloured male 
Painted Bunting appeared as we strolled through the woods after 
dinner. We saw either the females or immature males more fre¬ 
quently. 

Back on the mainland in the evening, we watched the Egrets 
and Herons fly in to roost for the night and the Night Herons 
fly out. There were about two hundred Yellow-crowned Night Herons 
and only five Black-crowned. The peculiar squawk of the Yellow- 
crowned made us think that we were hearing Fish. Crows at first. 

The next day, George Lincoln, manager of the Fairlawn Plant¬ 
ation", showed us where the Bachman's Warbler has been found deep 
in the woods. Mr, Lincoln goes back there to trap his pigs. 
Farmers allow their pigs to run wild, living off the land. When 
they are ready for market they trap them. There was no sign of 
the Bachman's,- but we saw twenty-five Parulas, five Prothono- 
taries, ten Yellow-throated, eight Pine, six Prairie, and twenty 
Hooded Warblers, also two Louisiana Hater Thrushes, twenty-four 
Painted Buntings, twenty-five Gnatcatchers, and thirty White- 
eyed Vireos. Ve also saw our first Water Turkeys and Purple 
Gallinule. Much of the woods was dry but in one section was a 
beautiful cypress swamp where the Spanish moss lent an air of 
fantasy. This trip into the back country was enjoyable in spite 
of the heat. Even the residents were suffering although we 
agreed that we have felt it just as uncomfortable on certain days 
up in our own country. 

As we whisked through Georgia on our way to Florida, ob¬ 
serving birds only from the car, we saw quite a variety. We slept 
on the broad expanse of beach near St. Augustine and then con¬ 
tinued down the coastal highway. In a tree close to the road was 
a group of eight Wood Ibis but unfortunately we did not have 
our cameras ready for a picture. A Marbled Godwit was resting 
on some mudflats. Brown Pelicans, Sanderlings, Willets and 
Royal Terns were characteristic birds to be seen along the ocean 
front. 

Between Marineland and New Smyrna Beach common birds were 
White-eyed Towhees (35), Grey Kingbirds (45) (common all along 
the ocean in Florida), Gull-billed Terns (l7), Mockingbirds (27), 
and our first Scrub or Florida Jays. As we were looking at these, 
Don Kittmer heard a Rattlesnake, the only one encountered. We 
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saw numerous lizards,, some striped, some plain green or brown. 

A few hours spent on Merritt Island were uneventful but 
we had better luck on our return trip. After driving all 
night, we reached Miami at four a.m. where we whiled away 
some time shopping at an all-night supermarket. Y/e ? phoned 
Mrs. Roy Dickie whose name I had got out of the A.O.U. Mem¬ 
bership List to ask where we might find the Spot-breasted 
Oriole. She Informed us that they were around her neigh¬ 
bourhood and that she had heard one singing just before we 
called. The drive through the centre of- Miami to reach her 
home filled us with enthusiasm for this clean and beautiful 
city. The orioles had quieted down by the time we got to Mrs, 
Dickie’s but presently we heard and. then saw a young male 'on 
the next street. After a short time we saw a brilliantly • 
coloured male. The dark spots were easily discernable on its 
breast. It had chosen a beautiful neighbourhood with its 
gorgeously coloured flowering trees, its Live-Oaks and Palms. 
Mrs. Dickie was very hospitable, chatting about the birds of 
southern Florida as we enjoyed cold drinks. The first of 
the migrating warblers were arriving in Miami. She had Red¬ 
starts, Yellow-throated and Prairie 'Amblers in her back yard. 

Ye drove down the Florida Keys to Key Largo where we 
camped for the night. The truly magnificent Frigate or Man- 
of-'/ar Birds thrilled us as 'they soared overhead, their pe¬ 
culiar shape making them easily recognizable. A White- 
crowned Pigeon flew by when we crossed the first key, its 
white crown in strong contrast with the black body.' In a 
bit of a pool and on some mud was a nice group of. waders in¬ 
cluding two Black-necked Stilts. There Was no end to our 
excitement when we saw Roseate Spoonbills (10) and Black- 
whiskered Vireos (2 adults and 2 juveniles) for the first 
time. 


I/e were able to make an interesting comparison in migrat¬ 
ing swall us. Barn Swallows were the commonest—our count 
totalled two hundred and eight; next were twelve Purple Mar¬ 
tins, three Bank Swallows and two Rough-winged Swallows. 
Usually by the time observers here record the last swallows 
migrating northward, they start to record those southbound. 

The only meal we ate in a restaurant was one on the 
Keys. Y/e thought that we should try out the local special¬ 
ty: Turtle steak and lime pie. It was delicious and we can 

recommend this appetizing meal to any worn out bird watchers 
who migrate this far south. 

(To be concluded in the next issue) 
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SOME BIRDS OE MACEIAS SEAL ISLAND 
By A.I. Mitcliener 

Maciiias Seal Island lies some twenty miles southeast from 
the rocky tip of Grand Marian Island and some forty to fifty miles 
east from the coast of Maine, Here, well off-shore, the encirc¬ 
ling sea has full control of this near-barren island, its rocks 
bared to the erosive action of the surf and the tides. It is 
not always possible to go off-shore as one pleases; New Bruns¬ 
wick weather is capricious and the fishermen who operate their 
small boats to and from the Island take no needless risks. Heavy 
seas and fog often make landing on the Island dangerous., if not 
impossible even for these hardy fisherfolk. 

But one day the captain who operates a small fishing vessel 
sent us word that the elements were now favourable for a trip to 
Machias Seal, As our boat plowed through the heaving sea near¬ 
ing Machias Seal we observed parties of birds that had come 
from the Island, roaming the watery wastes in search Ox food. 
Black Guillemots buzzed across our bow, their white wing-patches 
flashing and scarlet feet spraddling the air as they veered off. 

A few Arctic Terns also roamed the heaving ocean and shortly a 
Puffin flew by at close range, his enormous and colourful bill 
showing plainly. 

Landing on the Island from a dory in the dancing sea and 
clambering up the slippery sea-weed covered rocks calls for sure¬ 
footedness and caution. We discovered that the Island boasts 
a lighthouse and its attendants are always happy to greet'visi¬ 
tors during their lonely vigils. As we walked up to the centre 
of this fifteen acre island a great cloud of Arctic Terns rose 
up, a thousand or three thousand flashing wings fill the air. 

We" had invaded their nesting area end as we looked about on the 
rocky terrain we found many nests containing two or three brown 
spotted eggs. We had to use extreme care lest we step on them, 
so closely and thickly were they placed on the ground. One 
wonders how each individual bird can find its own nest among 
what appears absolute confusion. 

By walking quietly among some of the nesting birds they 
allowed us close approach and the opportunity of photographing 
them. So here is the Tern, whose'appearance is almost identical 
to the Common Tern, but which is the champion globe-trotter of 
the bird world, and whose migrations touch four continents and 
exceed twenty thousand miles in scope. It has been estimated 
that some ten thousand Terns spend the nesting season on this 
Island and to the observer this figure is not exaggerated. 

The star of the show of course on Machias Seal is the Puf¬ 
fin and as we watched the-Terns return to their nests several 
of these curious birds buzzed in from the seas, splayed their 
orange-red feet and sat on rocks facing the sea. Whether at 
rest or on the wing the Puffin is a curious-looking creature. As 
they sit erect on the rocky ledges with their black backs, col¬ 
lars and crowns, white faces and u.nderparts and the great tri- 



o 


coloured beak they present a somewhat ludicrous appearance. 
While roaming over the rocks our genial boatman discovered 
a Puffin’s nest in a cranny of the rock. Pulling it, un¬ 
willing, from its nest and single white egg he gave us a 
close-up look at this interesting bird. A curious trait of 
the Puffin, albeit sin amusing one is its ability while catch¬ 
ing fish by'diving to retain the first capture in its bill 
while capturing a second or fourth or even a fifth fish. 

Also as it settles with its catch on a rock it will_be seen 
that all the fish are held cross-wise in the bill with the 
tails, of the fish all pointing the same direction. 

From the light-house attendants we learned of another 
amusing demonstration from the Puffins, '.'.lien the fog rolls* 
in from the sea and obscures everything the lighthouse men 
start the fog-horn, As its sombre notes roll sea-ward warn¬ 
ing mariners of treacherous rocks the puffins also appear to 
interpret something from the fog-horn’s blasts. They fly in 
from the fog-drenched sea, sit on the rocks directly in front 
of the fog-horn and utter low moaning sounds. 

Walking down to the edge of the sea and looking over the 
restless•water we observed Razor-billed Auks and parties of 
Guillemots, or as the fisher-folk call them, §ea Pigeons. None 
of these birds, however, came ashore during our visit. 

On one side of this otherwise barren island a few acres 
of the rocks are covered with some three feet or more of turfy 
soil, Here, deep down in their burrows'nested another inter¬ 
esting form of birdlife, the Leach's Petrel. As the non-nest¬ 
ing Petrels kept well out to sea during the daylight hours we 
were anxious to see one. Again our fisherman friend obliged 
us and by pushing his arm full-length down one of the numer¬ 
ous nesting burrows came up with a struggling petrel. It 
soon showed its dislike of this interruption to its nesting 
by emitting a stream of rancid fishy oil from its upper nos¬ 
tril. 


After we had examined it thoroughly and photographed 
it we gave it its freedom. Away it flew to roam over the 
sea until nightfall when, unerringly, it will return bat¬ 
like to its underground home. How these wanderers of the 
waves can find their own mate and nest in several acres of 
nesting holes hidden in the long grass and in the darkness 
of the night is well-nigh unbelievable. 

As we observe these island birds we must be impressed 
with the forces that maintain and govern their lives. As 
our boat rides the heaving water returning to Grand Manan 
Island it would seem that no life exists under its green 
depths. But these cold waters abound in plankton and in 
these watery pastures fish abound, small fish upon which 
larger fish and the birds prey. On these isolated islands 
off the Maine Coast the pelagic birds are less vulnerable 
to civilization then mainland birds and herein it would seem 
lies the key to their survival. 
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DYES FROM FLEETS 

•V 

By J,J. Kill v rii. D 

Plants show such a great ability to display colours pleas¬ 
ing to the eye in their flowers and fruits that we tend to for¬ 
get that they are not producing these hues for our enjoyment but 
rather to interest-more lowly creatures in spreading their pol¬ 
len and seeds. The purely practical advantages of being able to 
attract insects, birds, and mammals and put them to work fert¬ 
ilizing flowers and scattering seeds have encouraged the plants 
to develop a wide range of attractive pigments. 

Our ancestors long ago learned to beautify their clothing 
and homes by transferring some of the colours from plants to 
wool; cotton and other fabrics. For example, a blue dye-can 
be made from blueberries and violet and blue dyes from grapes. 
Sunflower, goldenrod, and marigold flowers will yield yellow 
dyes. Useful dyes can often be made from other parts of plants 
besides the flowers and fruits. Beet roots will give a red 
and tea leaves a tan dye. 

Many recipes for dyeing cloth have been used in different 
countries and with different plants. In most of these the' plant 
is first crushed and then boiled in water until a coloured, sol¬ 
ution is obtained in which the cloth is soaked. Experience 
has ""shown that the dye will not fade as rapidly if the cloth is 
immersed in a solution of a “mordant" such as"tannic acid or 
alum"before it is placed in the dyeing vat. After dyeing, the 
cloth is hung in the shade until dry. 

An interesting thing about vegetable dyeing is that the 
cloth usually takes on a different shade of colour from the 
plant. From beet roots a yellow and a brown colour can be ob¬ 
tained in addition to red,.depending on the recipe used, and a 
pleasing golden-yellow dye is extracted from apple bark. Of¬ 
ten one; .can use colourless■plant tissues such as onion flesh 
which., when suitably treated, will dye cloth orange or yellow¬ 
ish green.. If you hold a white flower above the open mouth of 
an ammonia bottle it turns yellow, showing that some dyes 
occur .in plants in a colourless form. 

.Many other examples of dyes from plants could be given. 
Nowadays, they have less importance than formerly since our ex¬ 
panding chemical industries are able to synthesize dyes so ' 
cheaply that those from vegetable sources cannot compete, Fur¬ 
thermore, these modern dyes endure longer without fading and 
tlieir colours are more vivid. But the old vegetable dyes gave 
a warmth of tone that is lacking in most cloth dyed with syn¬ 
thetics, and they would still be widely used if their prepar¬ 
ation were not so expensive. 
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NEW NATURE BOOKS FOR CLUB IvIEMBERS AT TFE HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


By Annie J. Hunt 

Readers who have enjoyed Gerald Malcolm Durrell's adven¬ 
ture books telling of his expeditions collecting zoological 
specimens; namely, The Bo fut Beagles . The New Noah , T he Over ¬ 
loaded Ark , Three Singles to Adventure , will welcome his 
latest work entitled Drunk en Forest . This very readable 
and amusing account is about a six month's trip which he 
and his wife made to South America in 1954. The delight¬ 
ful illustrations are by Ralph Thompson. 

Minerva , by Angela leans is the true story of a tawny 
owl who was brought up by the author. This is a short, sim¬ 
ple narrative tale. 

Another interesting bird story is The Last Passenger , 
by lames Ralph Johnson. according to the records, the last 
Passenger Pigeon died in the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914. The 
author tells of the real last Passenger Pigeon who never saw 
a zoo. The black and white drawings add to the attract¬ 
iveness of this nature book, 

Herbert R.. Axerod and /illiam Vorderwinkler in Salt¬ 
water aquarium fish have written a useful handbook for aqua- 
rists. There are chapters on water, feeding, disease of salt¬ 
water fishes and the species of fish which are suitable for 
the marine aquarium. Numerous illustrations supplement this 
valuable text. 

In the field of natural science the volumes belonging 
to the Peterson Field Guide Series, edited by Roger Tory Pet¬ 
erson are very useful for the layman. On the shelves of the 
Arts and Science department are the following worthwhile 
texts of this series; A Field Guide to the Birds , A Field 
Guide to the Shells of Our Atlantic and Gulf Coasts , A Field 
Guide to the Butterflies , A Field Guide to the Mammals , A 
Field Guide to Shells of the Pa cif ic Coa st and Hawaii , A 
Field Guide to Rocks and Minerals , A Field Guide to the Birds 
of Britain and Europe and A Fie ld Guide to An imal Tracks . 

The latest addition is A Field Gu ide to t he Fe rns an d Their 
Related Families of Northeastern and Central North .America 
with a section on Species also found i n" the Britis h Isles and 
V/estern Europe , by Boughton Cobb. Comparative silhouettes 
help in fern identification. Very fine full-page drawings 
by Laura Louise Foster give additional scientific details 
and also have aesthetic value. There are chapters on fern 
gardens and ferns of the past, Boughton Cobb is a busy 
business executive with a lifetime interest in the out- 
of-doors. He has collected and observed ferns intensively 
and is a life member of the American Fern Society. 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1956 
By George ]'•!.■ North. 

Hamilton, Ontario (Same area as former years), December 30; 
6,45 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. The weather was clear in the morning, 
but high scattered clouds appeared at noon and it was overcast 
by evening; temperatures ranged from one above zero at Ancaster 
in the morning to 19 above zero in the middle of the day; winds 
varied from the west to south-west, and were up to 10 miles an 
hour in velocity; the marshes were frozen but the harbour was 
open. Sixty-one observers in' thirty-eight parties and at 7 
feeding stations. 

Total party hours: 158 (140 on foot, 18 by car). Total party 
miles 428 (189 on foot, 239 by car). 

Species observed: Common Loon, 2 ; Red-thoated Loon, 1; Horned 
Grebe, 6 ; Great Blue Heron, 2; Mallard, 118; Black Duck, 108; 
Redhead, 1; Canvas-back, 1; Greater Scaup, 127; Lesser Scaup, 1 
American Golden-eye, 118; Bufflehead, 10; Old-squaw, 90; King 
Eider, 1; V/hite-winged Scoter, 3; Ruddy Duck, 5; Hooded Merg¬ 
anser, 1; American Merganser, 1,940; Red-breasted Merganser, 40; 
Cooper’s Hawk, 3; Red-tailed Hawk, 26; Rough-legged Hawk, lo; 
Bald Eagle, 1; Marsh Hawk, 6 ; Sparrow Hawk, 18; Ruffed Grouse, 
14; European Partridge, 5; Ring-necked Pheasant, 40; Killdeer, 
3; Glaucous Gull, 4; Great Blaclc-backed Gull, 127; Herring 
Gull, 4 5 000; Ring-billed Gull, 5; Bonaparte’s Gull, 4; Mourn¬ 
ing Dove, 2; Screech Owl, 1; Horned Owl, 7; Snowy Owl, 2; 
Long-eared Owl, 9; Belted Kingfisher, 4; Yellow-shafted Flicker, 
5; Hairy Woodpecker, 33; Downy Woodpecker, 55; Arctic Wood¬ 
pecker, 3; Blue-jay, 87; American Crow, 85; Black-capped Chick¬ 
adee, 373; White-breasted Nuthatch.,i 8 ; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 2; 
Brown Creeper, 34; Winter Wren, 1; American Robin, 10; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet,40; Cedar Vaxwing, 17; Gray Shrike, 13; Com¬ 
mon Starling, 1,740; House Sparrow, 1,200; Eastern Meadowlark, 
16; Rusty Blackbird, 1; Purple Grackle, 2; Cardinal, 116; 

Common Redpoll, 3; American Goldfinch, 43; Eastern Towhee, 1; 
Slate-coloured Iunco, 820; American Tree Sparrow, 1,380; Field 
Sparrow, 1; White-crowned Sparrow, 1; Fox Sparrow, 2; Swamp 
Sparrow, 4; Song Sparrow, 69; Snow Bunti'g, 35; Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, 1, Total, 73 species; about 13,073 individuals. Also 
seen during the official Audubon count period were: Black- 
crowned Night Heron, Ring-necked Duck, Goshawk, Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, Iceland Gull, Red-headed ''Woodpecker, Mockingbird, and Eve¬ 
ning Grosbeak. 

The members and friends of the Hamilton Nature Club taking 
part in the count were: Ross Anderson, Frank V. Bell, U.E. Ben¬ 
ner, R.D.F. Bourne, Miss Stella Brown, Dr. Frank Buckle, lames 
Cox, Kenneth J, Cox, John Cumming, Robert Curry, Edward Dinni- 
well, Don Donaldson, James A.IT. Dowall,' Robert 0. Elstone, A.F. 
Emberley, Robert Finlayson, Mrs. Paul Fish, AmA.T. Gilmour, Les¬ 
lie A. Gray, Ian Halladay, Peter Hamel, John a. Hencher, Dr. Pet¬ 
er Henderson, Mr. and Mrs. illiam Holley, Angus B, Jackson, H.E. 
Kettle, Miss Suzanne Lavrie, . Thomson C. Lawrie, Miss Margaret 
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Lamb, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lloyd, John E.H. liar tin, Dr. R.G.C. 
MacLaren, Harold MacPherson, G. Douglas Me Callum, Dr. G.O. 
McMillan, John Miles, Huber Moore, Mrs, Carl M. Ho rden, 
lolm A. Moule, Mr. and Mrs. n.B. Nind, George North (com¬ 
piler), Laurel- E. North, David K, Powell, Lawrence Roj^, 

Robert K. Sargeant, Mr, and Mrs. Frank Schneider, Douglas 
Smith, Robert Stamp, Miss Laura Stewart,’Danny Strickland, 
Oliver Strickland, Miss Anne Matson, Miss Jane Matson, Miss 
Mabel ; atson, J. narvey '/illiams, Machael "/right, Robert 
Zavitz, 

The results were submitted to the Audubon Society of 
Canada for inclusion in the official Canadian count pub¬ 
lished. in the spring. Those participating in the count 
are reminded of the .50 observer's fee which should be sent 
to Mr. North. 

Of special interest are the three Arctic Three-toed 
Woodpeckers. This is the first time that these birds have 
appeared on the list since the Hamilton Nature Club.started 
its Annual Christmas Bird Count in 1931« It is thought 
that this bird, rare for this area, has been driven south 
through fire and over-population in its native habitat. Two 
of them were seen near i/a ter down and one on the east end of 
the Mountain. Another unusual record was the King Eider 
Duck seen at Burlington. 


■ -- 0 O 0 -- 

0N A COLD WINTER’S DaY 
By Peter Hamel. 

January 1, 1957, had arrived and everyone was intent on 
starting the year off_with a bang. Shortly after eight 
o 1 clock at Reservoir Park, Bob Stamp and I were picked up 
by.George North, who drove us to Dundurn and King Streets. 
There we loaded George’s car and the car of Don Bucknell 
and Dave Hicks of Ingersoll with seven juniors led by Doug 
Snith of the senior Club, and the hike around the Bay was 
easily, converted, into a car hike. 


Our first stop at Dundurn Park produced many d.ucks, 
including^ Ring-necked Duck off Carroll's Point, while’ 
George, with his faithful friend, the telescope, spotted 
a Common Loon, Crossing the road, we viewed several hun¬ 
dred gulls over the Hestdale Dump, and suddenly an immat¬ 
ure Bald Eagle flew by. 


A mile beyond Clappison’s Corners was the ne;.:t int¬ 
erest^ point. Everyone ran for the nearby woods to look 
for birds, although I believe that some entered only to 
escape tne wind., which whistled through the open car wind¬ 
ows as we listened for the sound of birds. After twenty 
minutes some had seen two Ruffed Grouse. Then we sped off 
tnrough the woods to where George had spotted one of the 
day’s highlights. There it was—upside down on a fallen 
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log--an arctic Three-toed woodpecker. ■•tile following it through 
the woods, we heard the raucous call of Bob Stamp and the horn of 
a Nash, and we became aware that George was ready to move on. 

The north store of the Harsh near - the hydro Station pro¬ 
duced a Black-crowned Night Heron, a Towhae and 19 Cardinals. 
Along Stone Church and Lime Ridge Roads hawks were numerous. 

He tallied 5 Red-tails, 0 Rough-legs and a Sparrow Hawk, Stop¬ 
ping at the C.'HR. tracks, we walked the rails to the valley be¬ 
hind the Ottawa Street Dump, where a pair of Ron Sparrows were 
discovered. Everyone was straining to keep up to George, but 
it turned out that he was striving to keep ahead of us, in 
order to hear the calls of the Rough-legged Kawks over our noise. 

He found twelve Long-eared Owls in King’s Borest Park and 
although George tried his best to show us a Red-bre ; sted Nut¬ 
hatch, not one appeared. Iceland Gull was among a large num¬ 

ber of gulls seen at Van "agner’s Beach, and an immature male 
King Bider Duck was swimming just outside the breakwater at Burl¬ 
ington . 

At Moodland Cemetery, more ducks—a female Hooded merganser, 
a female Red-breasted Merganser and Buffle-head—were visible 
through the semi-darkness of early evening. 

Another January first hike was finished, as were we, and 
we had counted' some l ,5 species. In all seriousness, I wish to 
thank George North for taking us with him. Oh, yes—I did break 
a record! L.st year I was over one hour-late for d_nner; this 
jrear, I was over two hours late. 


--o0o~- 


annual meeting o,; tl 


FEDERATION OF ONTARIO ".tTLRALLSTS 
AT PETERBOROUGH• 


Friday, February 15th, to Sunday, February 17th,1957. 

Registration and reservations for the dinner are made at the 
Empress Hotel, Peterborough. 

Friday’s program in the Conference Room of the Empress 
hotel at b o’clock includes the Annual Business Meeting of Mem¬ 
bers and the Meeting of the Board of Directors. 

On Saturday at 9.25 a.m. meet at the Empress Motel for a 
field outing to Burnham Provincial Park.- The afternoon program 
beginning at 1.50 p.m. in the Kawartha Room of the Empress Hotel 
includes illustrated lectures on Evening Grosbeaks, Bird Life of 
Nil low Beach, Ontario Bird, wanders’ Association, wildlife on the 
Bay of -paints, an address on some phase of Botany to be announced 
later and one in tribute to the late F.J.A. Morris called ;i A 
Naturalist in Cavan Swamp The annual banquet is at 6 p.m. 
in the Kawartha Room. The guest speaker is Dr. Loris Russell, 
president of the Ottawa Field ^turalists* Club, In the evening 
at o o’clock a Mature Photography oalon will be held, w’ icli, for 
the first time, includes black and white prints as well as colour 
slides. There will also be a Conservation pls/ulet by the Peter- 




borough Theatrical Group and an address from Mr..W.K.W. Bald¬ 
win of the National Museum of Canada. 

On Sunday at 9.30 a.in. there will be another field trip 
if the delegates wish.. 

Members will have received a detailed program through 
the marl. If you are not yet a member of .the F.O.N., join 
now, attend the annual meeting and become acquainted with 
the Federation work. 
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NOTBT OR THY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to December 31, 1956 - 257 
Number of species recorded to January 15, 1957 - 80 


Yellow-billed Loon(l)Dac. 5 * 
Common Loon (1)Jan„ 1 

Red-throated Loon (1)Jan.12 
Red-necked Grebe (l)Jan. 6 

Horned Grebe (l)Jan. 2 

Great Blue Heron (l)Jan. 5 


Bl.-cr.Night I-Ieron(2)Jan. 1 
Green-winged Teal (l)Jan. 1 
Redhead (l)Jan.12 


Ring-necked Duck (l)Jan, 1 
Lesser Scaup (l)Jan. 1 

King Eider ( juv, m. )(1 )Dec . 23 
■' ;i (l)Jan. I 
•' (female) (l)Jan. 6 

White-winged Scoterl)Jan.. 2 
Ruddy Duck (3)Jan. 1 

Hooded Merganser (l)Jan. 1 
Go sh awk (1)Jan, 1 

(1)Jan.12 


Sharp-shinned • iawk(1)Jan. 6 
Cooper’ s Lawk (2 ) J an . 2 


Bald Eagle 
Marsh Hawk 
Gyrfalcon 
Ruffed Grouse 


(1) J an. 1 
(1) J an. 6 

(1) Oct. ? 

(2) J an. 1 


European Partridge (lOJan.. 6 


American Coot 
Killdeer 
Glaucous Gull 
Iceland Gull 
Kumlien’s Gull 
Ring-billed G u ll 
Brunni.ch’s Murre 


(1) Dec .26 

(2) Jan. 1 

{ 1) J an. 1 
(1) J an. 1 
(l)Dec.23 
(1) J an. 1 
(1)Dec. 16 


F 


Port Credit 
Strachan St.W. 
Burlington Canal 
Van ’Vagner's Beach 

LaSalle Park 
Carroll’s Point 

N.Shore of Harsh 
LaSalle Park 
Burlington 

Carroll's Point 
Burlington 
Port Nelson 
Burlington 

1 V 

LaSalle Park 
Burlington etc. 
High Level Bridge 
Binbrook 
Mohawk Road 

Guelph Line 
King's Forest etc. 

High Level Bridge 
Limeridge Road 
Port Credit 
Clappison’s 
Stone Church Rd. 

Bront e 

LaSalle Park 
High Level Bridge 
V-an 'agner’s Beach 
Grimsby Beach 
High Level Bridge 
Port Credit 


Don Parks 
G.W. North 
John Miles 
Ted Farley, 

G. W. North 
Peter Kamel 

F. Buckle 

H. Kettle 

New Year's Hike 
Dr,Donaid Gunn 
Harold Mac- 
Pherson 
Club Kike 
North et al. 
R.MacLaren,North 
Club Hike 
North, Farley 
Bob Henry 
Club Hike 
w.A.T. Gilmour 
R.K. Sargeant 
T.Dinniwell, 
Henry 

G. W. North 
Dinniwell, 

I -acPherson 
Club Hike 
Farley et al. 

D. est 

Doug Smith et al 
Farley et al 
Huber Moore 
7/.A.T. Gilmour 
Ted Dinniwell 
Club Hike 
George Meyers 
R. Henry 
Dr. Donald Gunn 
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Mourning Dove 

(75)Jan. 5 

Mineral Springs 

Dinniwell, Henry 

Screech Owl 

(1) J an. 9 

East Wive. S. 

John Miles 

Horned Owl 

(1) J an. 1 

Clappison’s 

G.7. North 

Snowy Owl 

(1)Jan.11 

Windermere 

L.A. Gray 

Long-eared Owl 

(9) Jan. 1 

. King’s Forest 

Club Hike 

Belted Kingfisher 

(1) J an, 1 

LaSalle Park 

Vf.A.T. Gilmour 

Yellow-sh. Flicker (2)Jan. 1 

Grimsby, Stoney 

Ck,George Meyers et al 

Pileated woodpeck 

er(1)Jan. 9 

Milton 

Huber Moore 

Arctic Woodpecker 

(1)Jan: 1 

Clappison’s 

Club Hike 

• f W 

(l)Jan.12 

York Road 

J .Miles 

Horned Lark 

(14)Jan.13 

Guelph Line 

Willard Schaef¬ 




fer et al. 

Winter Wren 

(1) J an, 1 

Clappison’s 

G.W, North 

Cedar Waxwing 

( 60 )Jan. 3 

Bull’s Lane 

J.E. Williams 

Gray Shrike 

(4) J an. 1 

Greensville etc. 

Club Hike 

Myrtle Warbler 

(1)J an. 2 

Sanatorium 

Helen Barker 

W 51 

(1) J an. 9 

Ottawa & Central 

Ii.MacPherson 

E. Meadowlark 

(112)Dec.31 

Milton 

Huber Moore 

u if 

( 1 ) J an. 1 

Mount ML bion 

Don Bucknell et al 

Rusty Blackbird 

( 2 ) J an. 2 

LaSalle Park 

Dr. Donald Gunn 

Purple Grackle 

(1) Jan. 1 

Freeman 

Arlene Tomlinson 

Purple Finch 

( 1 ) J an . 9 

Milton 

Huber Moore 

Pine Siskin 

( 2 ) J an. 6 

Dundas 

Don & Smi *hh 

Eastern Towhee 

( 1 ) J an. 1 

Hopkins’ Creek. 

Club Hike 

Vesper a parrow 

( 1 ) J an. 6 

Guelph Line 

G.W. North 

i i H 

( 5 ) Jan .13 

.7’ :i & York 

Rd.North et al. 

Chipping Sparrow 

(1)Jan. 6 

Guelph Line 

G.W, North 

Field Sparrow 

( 3 ) J an. 6 

;; ;r 


Fox °parrow 

( 2 ) J an. 1 

Mount Albion 

North et al. 

Swamp Sparrow 

(1) J an , 13 

Clappison’s 

Bob Pickering 




M. Le.mon 

Snow Bunting 

(30)Jan. 6 

Limeridge Road • 

Farley et al . 


1, i957 were: Mallard, Black Duck 


Greater 
Red- 


Scaup, 


ill so seen Jan, 

idii,. Golden-eye, Buffle—head, Old-squaw, -nm, Mervanser 
breasted Merganser, Red-tailsd ^awk, Rough-legged Hawk, Sparrow 
i-awk, Ring-necked Pheasant, Great Black-backed Gull, Herring 
Gull, Hairy 'Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Am. Crow, 
Black—capped Gnicltadee, ‘^hite—breasted Nuthatch, Drown Creeper, 
Golden-crowned kinglet, Common Starling, House Sparrow, Card¬ 
inal, Ail. Go la i inch, °lat e-c o lour ed Junco, Am, Tree oparrow 
and Song Sparrow. 


>,: - Hirst report of the year 
F - First report of the season 


Please se 
Ave. 7., 
the month 


nd your reports to Mr. George 
Hamilton, telephone Ja 2 - 60 C 2 


T orth, 249 Charlton 
before the 15th of 


-- 0 O 0 -- 


FSES are due now to Federation of Ontario Naturalists. 

$2.00 pays your fees. $3.00 for husband and wife. If you add 
a donation, it is tax free. He need this central organization 
to which most Naturalists' Clubs belong. The F.O.F. works for 
conservation in all its aspects. .ill you back up the F.O.N bv 
joining? 

i'ees may be paid to Miss Laura Stewart, 73 Beulah. 
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FUTURE EVENTS 


ILLUST RATED L ECT URES 

Mon day, februa ry 4th, 1957, 8 p. m. The ret,u 1 ar meetin‘g of 
the Hamilton Nature Club will be held.as usual in Centenary• 
Church Kail, Main St V/. near James. .The speaker is one of 
our members, Hr. U.E. Benner of Aldershot, and his subject 
■’Bird Songs of the Hamilton Area, ;; illustrated with tape 
recordings and slides. Those who heard Mr.. Benner's re¬ 
cordings at that autumn hike .which ended in a ,; corn-roa.st . 
under the stars' 1 will be able to vouch for t eir excellence. 

■■ednesda. , February 13 , 1957 < /ildlife, in International 
Resource,by Dr. Oliver E.Hewitt. This is the first of the 
new series of lectures "Highlights of Nature" at Delta Sec¬ 
ondary School Auditorium at 8.15 p.m. You .will have receiv¬ 
ed a detailed account of this series through the mail. 

Please try to support the club in this new venture. He feel 
that it will do a great deal to promote the cause of Con¬ 
servation in Hamilton. ^ . 

FIELD EVENTS 

Sun d ay, Fe b ruary 3rd, 1957. Work party to repair and in¬ 
spect Wood? Thick boxes. ’ This is the tenth year for this act¬ 
ivity, and indications are that the project has been suc¬ 
cessful in increasing the Mood Duck population in the marsh. 
Meet at the Spencer Creek bridge on Highway 102 at 10 a.m. 
Hhile this is quite an active day there is work requiring 
varying degrees of skill, so do not hesitate to come think¬ 
ing that you would not be able to help. If you wish, you 
may bring a hammer. Bring lunch. For further information 
'phone the leader, Mr. Lawrence Roy (Ja 8-3166) 

Satur day , Februar y 23rd,. 1957 . like to see winter Finches, 
Horned Larks and winter trees. Meet at corner of Church 
Street and No. 2 Highway in Ancaster at 1.30 p.m. 

Leader: Miss Elizabeth LeHarne (Ja2-36l6) 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR TYPING STENCILS * 

* FOR THE WOOD DUCK * 

* • >!< 

Me are looking for several typists to take turns 
typing the stencils for the 'food Duck. Type- * 

writer and materials are provided, also trans- >:< 

portatlon of the typewriter from your home to 
that of the person succeeding you, if necessary, 

* Typeists may start work on the tenth of the * 

month for an issue appearing one week before the * 

* following monthly meeting. * 

: • >|< 

* >/ *-JP: 9- 9 , 9 H M * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * ## * * 
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President: 
Vice-President: 
Secretary: 

Vice-Secretary: 
Study Area Director 
Records Secretary 

VISITORS WELCOME 

Girls and boys 
fun we have at our j 
to join the club la: 


JUNIO R CLUB NEWS 

Peter Hamel 
Brian Poole 
Robert Curry 
Murray McDiarmid 
:Bob Stamp 
Bob Henry 


who would like to come 
leetings and hikes are 
er, they may. 


JA 7-7684 
WE 4-4175 
LI 5-5557 
LI 4-8292 
JA 7-2415 
JA 8^4667 


out to see what 
elcome If they wish 


STORIES I N TEE SNOW 

I hope that you will venture forth over the snow through 
the woods some crisp bright winter morning. It is a silent 
world but often the snow can tell a story if you will'read it. 
On the snow as you walk along you will see the tracks of wood¬ 
land folk and by following them you can see what the animals 
have been doing. If you are lucky you may see the track of a 
deer or a fox. Nearly always there will be tracks of rabbits 
and^often those of mice, shrews, squirrels and even skunks if 
it is milder. There may be evidences of birds too, of the 
large-footed Pheasant .or of the daintier Sparrows. By follow- 
1J ?f, tL }f t r acks of these little animals-you' may even catch up 
with them or at least find where their burrows dip beneath the 


PHEASANT RAISING IN BEVERLY 
By Don Campbell 


•^f n we ,first got our day-old Pheasant chicks they were 
about three Inches in length. They were very active and fast 
on tneir small legs. »vhen these brown chicks arrived we put 
them in a small pen at a neighbour's accompanied by a tiny 
coal brooder to keep them warm. ■ “ 


They grew quickly and-soon could leave the warmth of the 
brooder. tie brought them from the neighbour's in July to an 
open-air pen, as we thought that they were big enough to fend 
for themselves. Some found a hole in the wire and got out. 
v/e tried to catch them but some were too crafty. We found* 

• fy .thing for catching them was a butterfly net. 

we caught almost all. Around seven each morning and 
at five each evening the chicks came back to the pen for food. 


They were always cannibalistic toward each other If 
they saw a loose feather they would eat it. They got thirsty 
and would not take water but pecked each other's necks for 
lood instead. To stop this, we gave them greens. They liked 

milkweed best. He also put salt in their water and gave them 
gr am. 


finally we nad to release them just as the males were 
becoming beautiful in colour. The government had given the 
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birds to us for rearing and releasing. Although we had to 
do it we were sorry to see them go. For a fortnight they 
returned to the open pen for food. Afterwards we'saw the 
odd one in the heavy undergrowth, 

FUTURE EV ENT S OF TE E JUNIOR CLUB 


Fe 1 bruarx_2_ i . 1957, at 7.30 p,m, I.U.C.A. , Room 8 . 
■ e postponed until, tonight the awarding of the Ross 
. fhompson Trophy and other prizes for bird lists. There— 
are first and second prizes for members under 14 years as 
well_as over 14. Bob Curry will bring his recording of 
2_5_ .b ird songs made by Dr. Allen of Cornell University. It 
will be a good chance to learn some birds by their songs. 


Kike 


Sunday, Fe bruary 10 , 1957 , 9 a.m. to noon 

Mf_._ George North (Ja 2-6082) knows better“than most 
find birds and other animals in midwinter. 

_r the McKittrick Bridge just west of King and 
a.m. Let Mr, ilorth know if you can bring a 

be seen by travelling quickly to several 


where we can 
Meet him und 
Dundurn at 9 
car as more might 
select spots. Dress w armly. 


f.M.C.A., Room 8 , 
spent several sum- 


Saturday, February 16, 1957 , at 7.30 p.in. 

Professor U.D. MacClement who has 
mers in the Arctic will, talk to us about 
andJJuskgX"' and show us some of his fine kodachromeSV 
sure to come for tnis special evening. 


'Eskimos 


Car ibou 
Be 
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TKE MOOD DUCK 


,, Th ® Wo °d Duck is published monthly, from September to 
May by tne_members of the Hamilton Nature Club. ' Its purpose 
ls , . ° ai ^.^ ^ ie study, appreciation and conservation of our 
native wilo. and beautiful heritage. Members are urged to 
share their nature experiences and are requested to send 
tneir contributions to the editor by the 10th of the month, 

fche Do llowin e issue. If possible, manuscripts 
should bo typewritten, using one side of the paper only 
ines double spaced. Material may be reprinted without'spec¬ 
ial permission. Credit lines will be appreciated. 


Editor: 


Miss A.E. LeWarne, 549 Main 
Telephone: Ja 2 - 3616 . 


St, East, Hamilton, 


Staff: Mr. Harold Cunliffe 

Miss Priscilla Einoholiffe 
Miss Blossom Patton 
Mrs. C.L, Powell 
Miss Eunice Smillie 
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OOFICERS OF THE HAMILTON NATURE CLUB 
_1956-195.7_ 

Honourary President Dr. G.O. McMillan 

53 Oalc Knoll Drive 

Past President • Mrs. G.W, North 

249 Charlton Ave. West 


President 

Mr. R.O. Elstone 

MI 

8-6007 

First Vice 

R.R.l, Ancaster 

-President and Director of the Junior Club 




Dr. Douglas Davies 

JA 

9-5130 

Second Vic 

181 Cline Ave. S. 
e-President and Treasurer 

Mr. Douglas Smith 

JA 

7-3063 

Secretary 

16 Hollywood North 

Miss Helen Barker 

JA 

7-6353 


Mountain Sanatorium 

Chairmen of Committees: 


Audubon Screen 

Tours 




Mrs 

. J.F, Houston 

250 James St.S. 

JA2-5656 

Conservation 

Mr. 

Lawrence Roy. 

R.R.l, Hamilton 

JAB-3166 

Education 

Mr s 

. R. Fujimoto 

Moun t ain S an a1 0 riumJ A7 -1511 




Local 

53R3 

Field Events 

Mr s 

. K. Sibakin 

147 Oueen St.S. 

JaS-3156 

Membership 

Mis 

s Evelyn Morris 

73 Townsend Ave.E. 




Aide 

rshot, Burlington 

NE 4-3319 

Publications 

Miss A.E. Le'Jarne 

549 Main St.E. 

JA2-3616 

Publicity and P 

’rogram 




Mr. 

H.C, Poole 

943 Parle Ave. 




Aide 

rshot, Burlington 

NE4-4175 


Mr. 

F. Schneider 

142 Cope St. 

LI5-5763 

“•cords: 





Birds 

Mr, 

G.V. North 

249 Charlton Ave ML 

. JA2-6082 

Ferns 

Mr s 

. R.E, Lloyd 

7 Homewood Ave. 

JA7-5341 

Mammal s 

Dr. 

Peter Henderson 

32 Rosslyn Ave.S 

LI4-73SO 

Plants 

Mr. 

Harvey Williams 

20 Searle St. 

JA7-8107 

Trees 

Mr. 

H.S. kettle 

160 Delaware Ave. 

LI4-0376 


Club representatives on the City of Hamilton Beautification 
Committee: 

Mr. R.O. Elstons R.R.l, ■'-ncaster KI8-6007 

Mr. Lawrence Roy R.R.l, Hamilton JaB-3166 


— 0 O 0 — 




